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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parochial Church Council (held using Zoom). 

Thursday 28th January 7.30pm 
 

Present: In the Chair:  Rhona Teale 

Roger Burns, Maureen Dale, David Hollis, Sylvia Brazier, Mary Bacon, 

Jonathan Elvy, Brenda Hill 

 

Meeting Started: 19:30 

 

1. Opening Prayers 

The meeting opened with prayers from Maureen. 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd December 2020 were agreed as a correct 

record and signed. Roger signed off the minutes on behalf of Rhona. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

David was unable to follow up on Lumisan supply due to lockdown but he will progress 

when the situation eases.  

 

4. Apologies for absence 

There were apologies from Arthur Watts and Janet Western. 

 

5. Lay Chair’s Report (Rhona) 

Rhona thanked everyone for their continued support.  She explained that with the 

continued high infection rate in the area its unlikely the Church will be open soon. 

Collects and readings up until February 7th have been posted out to parishioners.  

The Worship Committee is meeting on February 4th to look at service options for the 

Lent period starting from February 17th through to Easter Sunday on April 4th. We must 

follow Diocese guidelines issued recently.  The committee will consider online worship 

with suggested dates of February 14th (pre Lent), March 14th (Mothering Sunday) and 

April 4th (Easter Sunday).   The Committee will also consider posting readings for those 

who do not use have Internet access or who prefer to view other online services. 

Discussion followed on frequency of online services as our online following is growing. 

The outcome was that monthly felt right given the effort to prepare and deliver our own 

services coupled with the availability and variety of online services from other churches. 

Recruitment of a new Vicar is limited to within the Diocese currently. We are awaiting a 

date to meet with the Archdeacon. In the interim we can prepare our Church Profile so 

we are ready for the post being advertised by the Diocese. 

ACTION: PCC members to review the Church Profile distributed in December and 

provide feedback to Rhona before next PCC meeting.  

The Vicarage is now up for Letting, Decorating is complete and new carpets put down. 

The outside railings will be painted as soon as the weather improves.  
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6. Treasurer’s Report (David) 

David apologised for not issuing the accounts in advance due to work commitments. 

 

The 2020 Accounts are near completion and will be presented fully at the March PCC 

meeting. In summary David said that giving had increased by £4k compared to 2019 

which is quite remarkable given the Covid impact. Fund raising was down by £3.3k, 

Halls income down by £6.6k and with  fewer funerals and weddings then fees were 

down by £2k.  Some costs are down, heating for example, but other fixed costs like 

rates remain. However it is a much better picture than we expected. We can pay £26.5k 

of our Parish Offer, about  70%, which again is remarkable in the circumstances. 

 

David has been talking to the Diocese about the 2021 Parish Offer. We are unlikely to 

meet the £38.2k requested but our offer of £22,950 was accepted.  2021 has started 

with stewardship income down by £400 compared to January 2020 however we are 

able to pay an initial contribution of £1.1k towards the Parish Offer. We have not been 

able to pay so early for several years. Looking ahead after lockdown we have a number 

of baptisms and 8 weddings expected so that will help our finances. 

 

7. Churchwardens Report  (Maureen) 

Maureen reported our preparations for Advent and Christmas were curtailed due to 

Covid. Christingle bags were given out at the Church door on Saturday, 12th December 

with remaining bags given to George Hastwell School and offered to the congregation 

the following Sunday.  Some photographs of the children with their Christingles at home 

were posted on the Church Facebook. Our thanks go to Monica and to all who helped 

with this event. 

Jacob Chatfield was baptised during Holy Communion on Sunday, December 20th.  We 

were unable to have a Christmas Eve Midnight Communion Service due to clergy not 

being available.  On Christmas Day morning a joint service with St. John’s was held in 

St. Mary’s Church at which Rev’d. Clive Shaw presided and which was well attended. 

We were grateful that Clive was able to help and extend our thanks to him. On Sunday, 

27th December the local Worship Team led a Service of the Word. 

The Church continued to open for worship on Sunday, 3rd and 10th January but was 

then closed due to national lockdown. On Sunday, 17th Clare Knill-Jones and 

Johnathan Elvy recorded a Service of the Word in church which was posted onto our 

Facebook group, YouTube channel and website.   Readings and Collects for the 

following 5 weeks together with a Newsletter were posted to everyone on the Electoral 

Roll.  The Worship Committee will meet on 4th February to look at the resources 

available to provide material during the Lentern and possibly Eastertime season or until 

such time as it is safe to re-open the Church for worship.,  

Rhona has completed a Resilience questionnaire for presentation to Bishops Council.  

It contained weekly attendance for November, December for the last 3 years. We had 

to estimate the % number fall in the congregation before lockdown and after. Our 

figures showed only 74% of the congregation returned after lockdown. 
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The Diocesan Secretary, Derek Hurton and Bishop Emma have written to all clergy 

informing them of a Diocesan restructure due to the challenges created Covid. Savings 

are to be made in Central Support Teams. More details are on the Diocesan website. 

Maureen and Rhona extend our thanks for the continued support we receive and 

special thanks go to the Communications and Connect Sub-Committee and to Steve 

Bacon for the excellent work they are doing in maintaining our Contacts information and 

to Roger in preparing our Buildings and Property Risk Register. We appreciate all the 

help we receive from all PCC members.   

 

8. Barrow Mission Community (Maureen) 

Mission Community is an informal network of sixteen churches across Barrow working 

together to serve our town in word and deed.  Mission Communities are part of the 

Cumbria-wide God for All initiative. 

The Tuesday morning Prayer Meeting continues to meet via Zoom at 09.15-10.00am 

and every Thursday evening at 9pm. Night Prayer is available on Facebook lasting for 

about 20 minutes.  Faith in Furness on CandoFM 106.3 is also available to listen to 

every Sunday at l0.30am. 

9. Safeguarding (Rhona) 

Nothing significant to report. We continue to maintain our Test and Trace data. 
 

10. PCC Sub-committee Reports (Roger) 

1. Buildings and Property.   
This PCC Sub-committee was re-established to prioritise and manage the overall work 

and finances needed to maintain the church buildings and property. Meetings will be 

held every two months before each scheduled PCC meeting. This group’s report will 

replace the Fabric report on the PCC Agenda. 

A Risk Register was created to list and prioritise building risks and the remediation work 

necessary. Inputs taken from the Quinquennial Report and current building condition.  

Work completed in January includes the repair of the church boiler, quotation requests 

to repair slates and timbers, quotation request for an electrical inspection, an order 

placed to remove dead wood from the willow by the car park and to inspect all trees in 

the churchyard. The area behind the Pizzarella shop has been tidied up with rubbish 

removed and will be monitored closely. 

An offer to clear up leaves on church drive was accepted. We will consider a bigger 

churchyard “tidy up” when we move out of the Covid crisis. 

2. Communications and Connect 

The sub-committee continues to focus on how digital tools can help us communicate 

effectively with the community and beyond. 

The Church website has been refreshed and software upgraded.  

ACTION: PCC members to look at the current website and provide feedback to 

Roger on any changes or additions that are required. 

http://www.walneyparishchurch.co.uk/
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Our following is increasing on Facebook. Membership has risen from 211 to 259 in 

2020. 45% membership is female in the 25-44 age group and 20% female in the 45-64 

age group. 19% membership is male. We are preparing a short Facebook survey to get 

views on improving our communications. 

We continue to expand the use of other digital tools such as Zoom and “A Church Near 

You” as well as using traditional methods such as the Porch Noticeboard and our 

enhanced Notice Sheets (ex-“Pew Sheets”).  

ACTION: PCC members to provide thoughts to Steve and Mary on any further 

Notice Sheet enhancements. 

A quote had been received to set up an online Book of Remembrance. In discussion 

PCC felt that the effort and cost involved was not a priority at the moment. It was 

suggested we link to other online church archives on the website, Roger will progress. 

It was noted we don’t have a policy for adding names to the Book of Remembrance.  

We now have a consolidated list of names for the Electoral Roll, GDPR 2018 returns 

and the Church Mailing list.  If we are to improve our communications reach then we 

must increase the number of GDPR returns. PCC agreed we should invite those people 

who have not returned a GDPR form to complete one.  

ACTION: Roger will work with Maureen and Mary to plan an approach to 

maximise our GDPR returns during February. 

3. Confirm current/new sub-committees  

Given the changes in PCC membership, Andy’s departure and impact of Covid then 

PCC confirmed the following sub-committees and membership. It is expected that each 

sub-committee will provide updates to the PCC throughout the year. 

• Finance & Standing – Rhona, David, Sylvia, Maureen, Roger. 

• Buildings & Property – Roger, Jonathan, Arthur, Maureen, David. 

• Social – Brenda, Rhona. This group will come back with proposals on future 

activities and membership in “normal” times. 

• Worship – Maureen, Mary, Janet, Denise, Jonathan, Brenda. 

• Baptism - Maureen, Mary , Brenda, Janet. 

• Pastoral – Marie, Chris, Brenda, Janet. 

PCC agreed that a Charitable Giving sub-committee is not required however we will  

continue to support Charities through current channels. In addition we aim to make 

charitable donations from church funds whenever we can in the future. 

11.  Secretary’s Report and Correspondence (Roger) 

Roger reported a number of items: 

• The Rev’d Ruth Crossley at Dalton has agreed to be our Patron in the process 
to recruit a new Vicar.   

• Acknowledgement letters were sent to Holker Estate (Christmas Tree) and to 
Margaret Harrison (Advent Banner). 

• An English Heritage Cultural recovery grant application was considered but not 
progressed due to the grant conditions and restricted timescales.  
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12. Any Other Urgent Business (Rhona) 

1. Lent and Easter Services Contingency Plans (Rhona) 
We will run with Worship committee plans for services in the coming weeks. 

 
2. Covenanted Partnership in Extended Areas renewal (Rhona) 
The Diocese has asked for CPEA renewal requests to be returned by 1st May. PCC 
agreed to remain part of the CPEA so Rhona will make the renewal. 
 

13. Next PCC Meeting Date 

Thursday 25th March at 1930, either by Zoom or in the Parish Centre 

14. Closing Prayers 

Jonathan closed the meeting with prayers. 

 

Meeting Finished: 21:09 


